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^ HARVARD COLLEGE UBRhHY 
. FR«M THE HFIRS OF 
QtORGE C. DtftieSEY 



NoRTHPiELD, May 6, 1S83: 
Major Allbn: 

Dear Sir^ — Please to accept our thanks for the very interesting 
and useful address on the subject of Temperance, delivered 6y you 
before the first and second Congregational Societies in this town, on 
I the Animal Fast, April 4, 1^2. Believing that the publication of 

' such addresses tend to promote the cause of universal tempei*anee, we 

shoufd rejoice ip see y^ur address in print and before the pubUc, 
V We are, respectfully, yours, 

Geo. W. Hosmer, 
Wm. PoMRoy, 
; Daniel L. CALLBNDfeft, 

CVRUS HOSMER. 

i 

I Urattleboro', Vt. May 8, 1833. 

* Qentlbmen : 

f The terms of approhatioh An which you heme been pleased to speak 

I' ^ the address on tJte subject of Temperance, lately delivered by m& 

\ at Norihfield, luis induced me to furnish a copy for the press. 

Very respectfully, I ftm, . 

• Gentlemen, yours, 

J Samuel Allen. 

J Messrs. Rev. Geo. W. Hosmer, 

^ Wm. Pomroy,* 

i Daniel L. Callenper, 

Cyrus IjLosmer. 
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Assembled my respected hearers in agreement with the usagt 
t)f our pious and venerated Forefathers, may this hour be consecrated 
to reflections calculated to advance individual happiness and broaden 
the basis of public prosperity. In the language of the Pfoclamation 
of the Executive of this Commonwealth, ** deplorirtg the prevalence 
of those vices and crimes which destroy the peace of the community, 
the indulgence of those evil habits and passions which violate so- 
cial order, we would seek from the source of all mercy, th^ influence 
of a spirit of reformation and amendment to purify and save the 
Land/' 

In addressing you, I feel that the only daim which I can have 
upo^ your attention to what I may offer, will arise, rather from the 
importance of the subject of this address, Hum from the manher in 
which it may be presented. I have not the vanity to believe that I 
can offer original thoughts for your consideration, but I shall be sat- 
isfied, if I present for your reflectit)n, in simplicity atid soberness^oW 
truths in a manner calculated to be useful. 

At this day our country exhibits a spectacle which for moral dignity 
and gratldeur has never been exceeded in any age. Our people 
alarmed at the fearful ravages which Intemperance has made and is 
making among us, have resolved by the blessing of God to expel 
that odious and hateful vice from our land. A simultaneous effort 
worthy to be beheld by intelligences of every twder, is at this day in 
operation to prostrate that Demon, which has filled our land with 
grief — which has tenanted our prisons and which has made human- 
ity shudder. To prostrate a destroying Angel, which has laid low the 
old man with his locks bleached by the frosts of age, the young man 
in his beauty, the maiden in her loveliness, and the matron surround* 
ed by maternal responsibilities ; — ** which sows the heads of the 
young with untimely snows, and shakes the sands, which measure 
out the dtiys of the aged." 

That this cflfort as pure and as elevated as ever stirred up the 
hearts of the great and the good, may be blest with heavenly influen* 
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CCS, cannot but be the desire of every Philanthropist and Christiarr, 
To such of you, ray rospected hearers, who were the first among 
us to engage in the Temperance cause, this era affords matter for 
felicitous congratulations — you commenced the work when friends 
to the cause were few in number and feeble in power. You came 
forward under circumstances, which would have discouraged any one, 
not strengthened by the conviction of duty. You received nothing 
from the many^ but open scorn or supercilious contempt and from 
those who wished you sijccess, you heard nothing to encourage, for 
they \yere incredulous. They believed that your efforts, would like 
a thousand other experiments, result in disappointment ; that the 
habit would not be surrendered by our people, and that all society 
could do, would be to punish the Drunkard when coavicted of crime. 
That your exertions have not produced greater effects tlian we have 
witnessed, cannot with the renecting mind, be the cause of wonder, 
but rather the occasion of joy and encouragement that you have ac- 
complished so much. We do not feel any desire to invade any man^s 
rights, nor have we the wish to see any authority exercised which is 
not strictly legitimate. But we wish to call the attention of the 
community to a subject as important and momentous as ever called 
forth th« energies of man. We would not utter harsh sayings of 
those who hare not connected themselves with the Temperance So- 
cieties, nor of those who do not practically illustrate by total absti- 
nence, a belief in the desolating influence of ardent spirits, for we 
all know that but a short time has elapsed since the Clergy and Laity, 
with but few exceptions, in exercising the rites of hospitality, felt 
that the banquet spread for a friend could not be complete, without 
beinff accompanied with intoxicating drink. The time was, and re- 
cently too, when it was thought necessary by most of the community 
to use it in sickness arwl in health, and when it was administered 
with a fearful disregard to consequencca to all ages, fro?n infancy 
" muling and puking in its nurses arms," to decrepit old age. It 
has been deemed by many a Panacea for all diseases, a healer of all 
maladies, it has been resorted to by the poor and the disconsolate as 
the waters of Lethe were by the ancients, to drown reflection and 
awaken hope. How much all this has done to inundate our land with 
the leprosy of sin, is a grave ami imerestin;[f qirestion. Those wlio 
have practised the longest in our courts of justice and who have 
looked with an eye of curiosity and interest for the causes which lead 
to the commission of crimes in our land, uniformly declare that ar- 
dent spirit has produced more than three-fourths of them. Our alms- 
houses and all our institutions of charity fully attest that the dreadful 
enemy has been -at work among up. Our medical men with one 
voice declare that where a single fellow being is removed by the or- 
dinary decay of nature, many are hurried to the grave by intemper- 
ance. Such evils should be removed — they should no longer lie 
suffered to stalk through our land causing oceans of tears to flow and 
religion to mourn. 
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lu borrowed language, " sjui^sc a navigator should come home 
and tell us, that he had discovered a new island in the Pacific Ocean, 
extensive, naturally fertile, blessed with all the bounties of nature, — 
happy climate, agreeable diversity of surface, accessible shores, — 
navigable rivers, — forests, — hills and valleys, — and ample supply of 
all the productions of the vegetable and animal kingdoms which are 
useful, agreeable and necessary to man. But instead of man him- 
self, as he exists even in the most degenerate forms of humanity, — 
the filthy Hottentot, or the cannibal warrior of New Zealand, — in 
whom the vices and the sufferings of savage life are mixed i4> 
with some of its stoical virtues, and the exercise of the natural facul- 
ties of our race, according to their (most depraved it is true,) notions 
of what is right, useful and honorable, — suppose our navigator 
should tell HIS, that this region was (not inhabited, but) infested with 
a most. anomalous order of beings, wearing somewhat of the exter- 
nals of our humanity, but strangely travestied, brutified, and demon- 
ized. Thus, suppose he should say, that this island was cumbered 
with three hundred thousand of these beings, whose limbs, it is true, 
resemble ours, but in which the muscles yield no obedience to the 
will, so that the hands, instead of the grasp of steel possessed by the. 
wildest savage, feebly close on their object, with a paralytic inef- 
ficient hold ; — and that when the poor being is fain to change his 
place, instead of planting his feet firmly on the ground, he can but 
reel forward a step or two, till he falls miserably prostrate. Suppose 
the features of his countenance, instead of being merely tatooed,.(iu 
doing which the curious skill and regularity of tlie process do a little 
to relieve its hideousness,) should seem wholly to have exchanged 
%he variable hue and the curiously clastic texture of tlie human skin 
and integuments, for a kind of confluent leprous sheath, loathsome 
to behold, insensible to all agreeable impression, and living only to 
smarts Suppose the eye, — which nothing in mere savage manners 
robs of its lustre, — to be described in this degraded race as uniformly 
suffused with blood, or quenched in maudlin idiotic tears. Suppose 
the great organic functions of the frame, respiration, and dlL^ostion, — 
in the place of those natural processes, whose orderly co-exi^tcnce 
and operation make up what we call health, — should be one unbrok- 
en succession of all that it is revolting to witness and agonizing and 
nauseous to suffer ; so that food shall be but as physic in the stomach, 
and the blessed air of heaven be returned as a fetid pestilence from 
the lungs. Suppose that the intellectual, the social, and the moral 
condition of these beings should be described as oil a level v.ith 
their physical degradation, that they should pass their wretched 
lives a prey to the worst passions, strangers to all the endearments 
of our nature, — perpetrating inhuman and brutal violences on eacli 
other, — ignorant of any language but that of oaths, execrations, and 
blasphemies ; frequently nmrdering each other with clubs, knives, 
and firebrands ; and when their horrid existence closes, dying in ag- 
onies and despair. 
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♦Snpposc tliis wore the account brought home by the '^navigator 
What would be thought of it 1 That he had liceii guilty of an out- 
Tageous libel on humanity, if indeed beings like these would be con- 
sidered as l)elonging to our race ; that he had contrived a senseless, 
because an extravagant and impossible, fiction ; — that he had repre- 
sented beings that could not cxi«t ; and which none but a depraved 
fancy would imagine. 

What then, if we should say, that, with a slight change in the lo- 
cality, this monstrous, revolting and impossible fiction is a chapter of 
authentic geography ? Tfic being wc describe is the confirmed^ habiU 
ual drunkard ; — and all can judge whether we have too highly color- 
ed the picture. There exist, by the best calculations which can be 
made, more than three hundred thousand drunkards, not herded to- 
■gether in one island, it is true, but scattered over thq face of the 
United States at the present moment ; and there are no doubt as 
many more, for every twelve or thirteen millions of population, in 
Great Britain and the North and West of tho continent of Europe. 
Such a race, then, as we have attempted to sketch, is not reported 
"by returning navigators, to exist in some newly-discovered and be- 
nighted islands never trod by the foot of civilized man ; and unajv 
proached by the heralds of gospel truth. No : it exists in our own 
beloved, free, enlightened country. 

It is estimated by Judge Cranch of the Circuit Court of the District 
of Columbia, upon as good data as the nature of the case admits, that 
in addition to 375,000 persons who, upon an average drink daily threcj 
gills of ardent spirits and in consequence are occasionally drunk, there 
arc 375,000 more who drink more than six gills per diem, and arc 
^confirmed drunkards. This is one for every thirty-two in a poj>ulatioH 
of twelve millions. This loathsome and wretched race is therefore ac- 
tually in existence within our borders." Is it not well my friends to 
unite and combine in one solid unbroken phalanx to arrest the pro- 
gress of such a curse of an enemy which has boimd in bands of 
triple steel so many of our kind and wliich has robbed hundreds of 
thousands of subsistence and which does not feel satiated until mind 
shall have been prostrated and the whole moral character of its vic- 
tims shall have been obscured in utter darkness ? And have we in 
our community any who oppose Temperance Societies — any who 
«peak lightly or harshly of men and measures, whose sole object it 
is, to ameliorate the condition of bleeding, suffering humanity ? 
That wc have, cannot be denied, but we will impute their opposition 
more to a misconstruction of the motives which actuate it3meml>ers, 
than to the desire of perjietuating the wretchedness with which 
drunkenness scourges our community. Were we to hear that in a for- 
eign land the plague was raging with a violence that filled it with 
mourning and lamentation and were to be told of the formation of soci- 
eties whose sole object it was to detect the causes which lead to such 
Tcsults, and to provide a remedy, no man among us would frown upon 
such cflbrts, they would be considered as resulting from (he l>€si 
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ziftbclionfi of the heart, and wc should wish them success most ubuu^- 
tlaiit and complete. Will any one staiwl aloof firom Temperance 
Associatioiis, which wc believe ail^admit have done and arc doing 
great good, and with folded arms behold the cruel destroyer 

'* Grinning horribly a ghastly smile, 
To hear his famine should be fill'd 
And glut his maw V* 

Shall we while in the midst of danger and while surrounded by 1 

degradation most foul and humiliating, look on without a struggle to *i 

avert calamities which daily overtake parents in the prostration of 
their children, and which blast the hopes of children by the sad and 
cruel self-immolation of the parent 1 Shall we continue to sec an j 

innumerable multitude of our race going down to the grave, rushing { 

to the bar of God, there to receive the wages of sin, there to be ( 

judged by a Being of infmite ix)wer and perfect holiness, who has j 

declared that notliing impure shall enter into his presence, without, | 

uttering a warning voice and putting forth a hand strong with mora! J 

energy ? Let us nw friends ask ouraelves these questions — let us l' 

dwell upon their m^nitudc and their importance, and give to them 
all the powers of our minds and the best afflictions of our hearts^ ._ 
and then I believe that we shall utter a response grateful to unpcr- 
verted humanity. To effect a change in public sentiment, to eradi- 
cate from the public mind errors of long standing, and which war 
with the habits of the many, is a labor that cannot be accomplished at 
once, but which rxjquires the steady and continuous efforts of those 
who seek to produce it. That unioa is strength, is a maxim as true 
as it is trite — but if we would effect the greatest possible amount of 
good which it is in our power to accomplish, we must not feel that in 
public meetings alone is the field of labor. No, we should wherever 
occasion permits, in tlie spirit of christian love, awaken if possible 
a wayward neighbor or friend to the danger of his situation, and by 
kind expressions of regard, which ought to dwell in the breast of ev- 
ery man, induce him to listen to the suggestions of benevolence. 
There are moments when the roughest and most dissolute of our 
species can be made to listen to tlie language of entreaty, and by 
words kindly spoken, we may be the means of producing a moral 
revolution of infinite worth. " A word fitly spoken in season, how 
good it is." If we would reform an intemperate neighbor, we 
f^hould carefully watch for tlie moments when reflection is at work 
within him, and when his susceptibility to friendly advice is the most 
unequivocal. We should not approach him with an air of superiority, 
nor as though we believed ourselves less sinful than others, but rather 
with the humility and meekness which become men conscious o9 
infirmities and guilt Wc should approach him with the spirit of 
gentleness and kindness, and pour out our hearts like water, that we 
may if possible disarm every passion which is averse to the recep- 
tion, of truth. Wc should remember the old adage, * many caa l>e- 
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coaxed who Cannot do driven.* Mon have erred, and sadly too, in their 
inlcrctmrsc with tlicir fellow-men. The intemperate and dissolute 
li:ive been too much neglected, they do not receive such treatment 
nor consideration as iheir situation demands. Were we individually 
to feci our responsibilities and what we owe to such beings, we should 
commiserate their situation with sensibilities so active and so just, 
that we should be led to vigorous exertions to restore them to virtue 
and purity. We should be led to pray most devoutly and earnestly 
for their reformation and we should with the freedom which ought 
to be felt by every man when on an errand of mercy, portray in bold 
relief the awful consequences which must ensue from the gratifica- 
tion of irregular and unholy desires. Have you an intemperate 
neighbor who is striving to regain the good path, who is struggling 
to throw off the incubus which presses him to the earth, encourage 
him by your kindness, give him your hand, and make him feel that 
he may yet be restored to the confidence and respect of the com- 
munity. If we were more true to our fellows than we are, we 
might shed a ray of hope into the hearts of thousands of our race, 
who are now abandoned and forlorn. We might raise many by the 
blessing of God from the bondage of sin to the light and liberty of 
virtue. 

My friends, we are encouraged in the good work of reformation. 
The signs of the times fully warrant us in the belief that a spirit is at 
work in our land and among our trans-atlantic brethren, which 
cannot but give us confidence that the ultimate results of the 
labors of the friends of Temperance will eventuate in a consummation 
most devoutly to be wished. Within a short period societies for the 
suppression of Intemperance have been formed and many of our most 
virtuous and talented statesmen have joined them. Men of all ranks, 
conditions and sects have in great numbers pledged themselves to total 
abstinence. Among them are many who have uniformly practiced 
it, but who believed that by giving the pledge others might be led to 
do likewise. Great numbers have recently commenced co-operating 
I with the friends of Temperance, who were once decidedly hostile to 

] such associations. Thousands who were once in the broad road to 

K . destruction, have joined the good cause and have resolved by the bles- 

sing of Heaven, to wrestle with this foe to God and man. Truth is 
[ fast triumphing over falsehood, and virtue is successfully warring 

K. with vice. We behold the bow of promise, and if we prove true 

I to the interests of humanity, if those who have put their hands to the 

plough will not look back, the worshippers at the altar of Bacchus 
Avill grow few and feeble. By a statistical table chiefly taken from 
j ' the 5th report of the American Temperance Society, we learn that 

I there are twenty-two State Temperance Societies already formed — 

i That there are more than four thousand Temperance Societies in the 

[ United States — That there are more than five hundred thousand 

1 pledged to total abstinence from ardent spirits, and more than one 

i million five hundred thousJirid who practice it — That there are more 
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Okiu cib^lit liiM nrigotit of OUT port^ wiUiOi^i »*iiit:iii 

>pifits ihv ny — iha( iiinr<.^ iljfiii oiic* llidusaiicf ftvi- 

hnijflrcil disidlciitia U.m.. iicii .:iL(p|jfifI — thnt iiioro t!j:iij fvvi> (lUiirln (t 
piiljiic Uuitst^:^ !javo tliscoutiijiicd nelbfi^ any Jciiid of iiiloxkaliirj,' li- 
quor, anti llisil ruoru thiin four t!to*ii*iinii inCTt^haiits liavc ^^iveii up |hc 
irutHc ill ardrnt^spjrit* bi f»iir Navy, a clmii;^o lia|*]jy fioyund ilie aii- 
licipiilion'? »F tlit^ moM ontliriKtu*;Uo ha?s taken pliica CiunniCMlorG 
BiddlG vv-lnj comirjnni!^ Ihn MLiJiliTrunoan SquaJdron ili li luUtjr la 
the Secrftnn tliat ilie u liolc itiiuil*r'r **f pcraou^ in 

the «qu;itlrou, ■ iiSHiioficd and wurrjint ofHccrs, is olio 

ihoiissiird unr iiumlroti aud seVLu, and lliai ei^iu liuitclri^'d and iiinc- 
tt^vn huxe r>(<*ppr*d iltojr allowance of grog ; nnd thai on l»oard tlic 
Sloop of War, *lohn Adumi^, not a man diuwa Ids spirits!. Wc kr«rii 
tVoni j?oiirct*s not to be doul>trd, that lunong tlio Huanitui of our Navy 
ilicte is much '/ml in lUf Tcmpt^ratico caii^ic, A disiingubljed olB- 
ccr of the Army in a h^ilt r to ili(»" Socreiary of llic American 'JV^m* 
porunce Society Jiitpd ai hh illation, h'lys, '^ Whtjn I arrived lifrrc, I 
i\iU'!*uon wlK.ihn th^^r* wCrc more th?ui three men who absiained 
vv 1 1 ^>1 15 I Vo ui t! if ^ V4 .^c « f £1 rd<.' J 1 1 s| d 1 it -*. Now 1 noro t hn n t h r c c fii iiT\\m of 
our wliide nnruber am in<^mtH*rs uf iVinjKv - - S' :*iuti<"snn the prin- 
ciple orc'niiro al^sUiiriica Thuy hold r* iit' ^^^ oiico a fort- 
niu[hl, at wbieii une of tin- ir member roawia .m i .-,.., jy or tracts on Jn- 
Itwpcrance/* - ^ 

F ni a k D t h (^ aho v o i * x I r ac t hcc a n « n i i fn m i s h c s i n c n 1 ro v rrr I i hlc pri>of 
that ctiileavor:^ to relbnn the commiinity nm not hoprIcr*s ; th:4t they 
are not ^nchUtopin:. f- an many ' ;»ofiod them to be. Wlio 

am^nif us a diort 1 won hi h ; od that the kqus of the 

Ocean ^* whose mm cii 1^ o or the nivnuiam wave?, whos^c hojnt> is on 
the det'p/' wlio with tnany good qurdiliei have ever been proverbial for 
their attachment to the u»antlini| glass, couhl bo made to \h^vn to ihc 
voice orui.>duui and Ir^d to the practice of temperance? 

Who would hitve believed that tiic privai^^ >:okllcr, iiired out not Hir 

thf* Imlf'-nved purpose of defending |hc Vibciticii of hii^ country and the 

]■ nl'lioine, but that lie minr^it rjjJwrr the psiintj of inenrril and 

''^:xi'^<'^'t*ioii^ could have been bt ought to &ce lh;jt Jur was born 

lo a t tinvH that he ba*^ uitldn biui a mind to cultivate and a 

heart ^e iin<l n mn] to save, c<jvdd have been brought to feel 

ai 1 d 1 1 1 d V t <j rr* !i I i 3Ee 1 ho ho r r o r :i wh i c h m n ^t o V er W 1 iO I m r b e In lt> m po r* 

ate ? if !jTjcb reft^iilifi have been produced in onr Army and Navy, what 

tnay we not aiiticipatf^ frotn continnous and active ( lloit:^ in this cause, 

nijun tlie groat mrtF- of our people, and pditicuhirly among our Agri- 

' H, who eom]iOuSe a thinking, tnoral^ religious and highly rc- 

'■ jHjrlion of our community. !t iiai^ been sairl by many that 

temperance So^it ite» hail their origin in the culcnlaung policy ot 

fri -irj:iiy,^i[Kit they who wi*h to see them proajier^ have in view rhe 

II of every pririeiple tliat inculcati &. the true spirit of person- 

,s<lf nco — ilmt they wtr-h to bring thf^ mijid.^of men to a -stute 

He, and thus tit them ti> wear the cham^ of alavefV. Exan- 
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.[ i M,.,.j and tiiou^^lit — mf*Ji who are const anily breaking ike l>:ind:ii 
wiiU which UigQtry am! iritoi*^raiice woukl hind the relitTioii& conimti- 
miy, havo deeliired tlicnisHvc-? the open, decided irknda of llje ciiiise. 
Can it be said ibiii the doctrines which incidrate Temperance eier 
matlca man ;i slave*? Can ii be &aid that he who regulates his pa^ 
sions and cvt?r ke^pa his mind healthy and vigorous has prepared him- 
sdflo submu to the cupriee of arbitrary dictauon and to wear llie 
ehains which ambition wouhl throw arouiitj him I That flte rererse is 
Irue^ phibsophy and onr own ejtpcriencc clearly demonstrate. He 
who posse*?*?es a ;^onnd mind in a sound hody^ mid wiiui more directly 
leads to it I ban good habits, is prepared lo i^nuff approach m^ danger 
iVom afar and will be ainoiig the last lo abandon and aurrentler iho 
y4*ssingi* ofcivd and religions liherty. He only ie free who haa his 
passion?, and appetites, and ieeliags under absolute cojurol, and all 
iLTe slaves beside. 








" The Despotism of vice, 
The weakness and the wickedness of luxnry, 
The neglif|enca^ the apathy 
Of sensual bIoIIi, produce ten thousand tyrants.*' ' 

To bo free, is to act Mfjon the bept principlepi, to discharge duty in | 

iJie midst of temptationM and lo sacrHice evcdry gratification that our ; 

appetites demand, wliich h inconsistent with llift genius of Chiirtiian- ^ 

ity. We may rest assured that when the i^pir it r»t liberty t^hall have i 

fctl our shoren, that wheu our people ?liall have ceased to imitale the <^b^ 
generoufi diirin^ and tbc heroic devotion of otir Falliers, the cansea ^V. 
willbc Imiiul to spring not from principles opgcndcred by Temper- ^K 
ance, but will be traci^d lo a general slate of impurity and Hc^ntlonS'- ^^ 
nesp. Let the dwellerw on our mountains and in our valliei?, slake 
their iVir^t at the fhnntains wivjeli contain no inebriating qualities* 
Letotir scbofds be Ibistereil and our religkniJi inslilut ions bee hcrislied 
;md we ubpli tind thai the true s^pirtl of liberty will continiifi lo be 
rife atnon;^^ us. i^len bred in sucit aschoo! wdl preiur *Spartan broth 
witli freedoio^to all ibe luxuries elTeminacy ever knew when actioni- 
pftulcd wilb niavery — they will be in tlu? langufige of auolher, '* Hcx- 
ible to every breath of bgitiinaie authority, unyielding m fate to un- 
conMttntional impositions/* Temperance is triendly to the acfpili^i* 
l\i*n of property, to the preservation of health, to advajicemeiit in 
intellectual, moral and religious life, in fine it diftuses through Ihe 
varieti walks uf life biesr^in^j? in rich profusion. That intemperance 
deeis but increase the ftufleriiigs ot' the children cif misfortune, in a 
truth no <ine denies, There may be a power iu the mi mi Fuperior to 
external eondil ion, and if such an ally can be found, ho\v wretchedly 
dot^s ninij de;];i nde himst*lf when he sinks down in hopeless despair 
and t^urrfuidrrH himiielf lo guilt}' indulgence. W poverty aBsaik us 
and Willi her leudeu arm presses ue to the earth, we may indulue the 
liope wbiie good halitts and good principles are cherblmd, tbat a 
brighter ray, even in this hte^ may dawn upon us, but if we allow our- 
selves to be enticed by the wine when it giveth its colour in the cup, 
ive emilioi rtasoiuibly iudufire the beliel' tfiat our eondition will be 
impfovt-'d. Ijitbediiy nf disappoinnncnt and suirerin^*, ** should tlm 
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Prie^ and Levilc come and look on us and pass by on the other side, 
and even friendship deem it prudent to desert us," wc should re- 
member that such occasions call for untiring energy, for unfaulter- 
«ig resolution, for manly vigor and christian firmness, and he who 
thus meets the rubs of life to which flesh is heir, will from seeming 
evil educe manifold good. He who is seeking to improve either in 
mind, body or estate, will find that while the fires of guilty indulgence . j 

are lighted up in. his breast, that he has undertaken a task as hopeless ] 

as were the fabled labors of those w^ho were condemned to draw j 

water in Jeaky buckets, that he like Sampson works in chains. Pov- ] 

erty is not to be dreaded so much because of the physical privations ! 

which attend it, as for the mora land intellectual degradation to which ^ 

its chilling influences oilentimes lead. "Give me neither poverty 
nor riches, lest I be full and deny thee, or lest I be poor and steal 
and take tfae name of my God in vain," is a prayer composed by one 
who seems to have had a deep and thorough acquaintance with the 
human heart, by one who knew what dreadful consequences oilentimes 
follow from causes seemingly remote. Calculations of profit and loss 
would not become this place, were it not that the mind forgetting the 
paramount principles which should direct the life, sometimes finds 
an auxiliary in facts of minor importance, and is thus led to such re- 
flections as prove the handmaid to virtue, and ultimately spreads over 
the whole man the lovely and priceless character which He who came 
to purify and save, directs us to acquire. For instance tell the man , ^ 

wIm) is unaccustomed to computation, that the smaU sum of six and 
a quarter cents saved on each and every day for a period of forty 
years, and annually placed at interest would accumulate to the amount 
of three thousand five hundred dollars; that the sum of twenty-five 
cents laid aside each day and allowed to remain at interest for the 
same time would result in an estate of fourteen thousand dollars, asso- 
ciations may spring up in the mind of that individual which will be 
likely to result in permanent, in everlasting good. He will find that 
he who indulges in the habit of drinking and thus expends his money 
for that which never enriches him but makes him poor indeed, can- 
not but reproach himself, if when age shall have chilled the energies 
of youth, and the blood course sluggishly through the veins, he finds 
himself dependent upon the arm ofcharity fo^ a shelter and a homo. 
Within the last week a gentleman informed me that he had made a 
calculation for the purpose of learning how much he had injured his 
estate by the purchase Of wines and ardent spirits for himself and his 
IViends, and that it told him that his property was lessened to the 
amount of more than twenty-five thousand dollars. I looked at him 
with astonishment when he made the declaration, but my surprise 
dissipated when I found that forty cents expended each day within 
the time which his calculation embraced witli interest thereon added, 
would make that sum. How many in our community live on mort- 
gaged estates, leading lives of dependence and anxiety, struggling to 
meet the annual payments of interest on money which they have bor- 
rowed, who might have been free from the bondage which such a 
state imposes, were it not that the bottle travelled often to the shop to 
be replenished with the poisonous liquid. Many a farm which would 
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ill rich profiisiott yield rotwns to the kbor of the himbandmftn were 
they tdlod with care, now through the influence of Intemperance, 
y "^ presents to the eye of the traveller in its dilapidated mansion, 

' prQstrate4, fences, half fed cattle, and general sterility and de^ 

fi oay, nothinnr but wretchedness and woe, and were the traveller to 

i enter such a dwelling what would he witness but sighta disgusting to 

j the eye and language offensive to the ear? lie would see the hus- 

[. band, instead of mitigating the sorrows and cares of maternal life, 

' inflicting upon the wife, wrongs which press her to the earth, and 

j which fill her heart with wounds more cruel than can be described. 

* He would behold the father poisoning the minds of his offspring, by 
.J accustoming them to hear sounds of profanity, and by bringing them 
J in contact with tlie turbulence of ungovered passions. lie would 
J witness young immortals, growing up unschooled in tliose exercises 
i which qualify men to act their part in life with dignity and honor, 
\ and which tend most directly to the formation of moral and religious 
T sensibilities. In view of the moral desolation and ultimate results ' 
t which flow from intemperance, the subject grows big with interest — 
■; when we consulcr that it is the germ which speaks into being crimes 
*,* of every grade and every hue, we must feel that its defilements pre- 
*• sent nothing to the mind but the blackness of darkness. When we 

* contemplate the momentous truths disclosed in the pages of inspiration 
5 — when we dwell upon the hour when our souls shall be stripped of 

their earthly tabernacles, and stand before the throne of perfect justice 
•1 and unmingled holiuess, we want language to express with sufficient 

i» force the necessity of closing every avenue to vice. It is the doc- 

* trine of immortality which invests every subject of an intellectual and 
!| moral character with an interest which the most obdurate of our 
f species cannot but sometimes feel, and wretched, deplorably wretched 

iis he, who is not swayed by its monitions and who is not tremblingly 
alive to its eternal consequences. 
To temperate drinkers so called, we say the friends of total absti- 
nence from ardent spirits need your aid. Your example and your 
influence if brought to bear on our side, would be salutary. The 
intemperate now look to you as patterns worthy of imitation, while 
at the same time they forbear to stop where you do. They take the 
intoxicating draught and plead that their respectable neighbors do 
the same and are thus led into guilty excesses — you cannot be losers 
by total abstinence. Lead us not into temptation, is a sentiment of 
so high an origin and is so important in its relation to human happi- 
ness, that it slmuld be frequently uttered and its requirements reli- 
giously followed. Total abstinence, can do no one any harm, but in 
various ways works for good. Besides, we should remember that strong 
men have fallen. Men who once would have said, " Is thy servant 
a dog that I should do this great thing," have fallen to the lowest 
state of deba.se mcnt. Men who once wore the port of masculine vigour 
and intellectual power and who were to human apprehension at a great 
remove from drunkenness, have fallen through the influence of what has 
been termed moderate drinking, a prey to the most disgusting excess- 
es. To dealers in ardent spirits, we say the temperance cause needs 
your aid — many among you by the general intelligence which you 
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possess, by the virtues wliicli you practice, by the love ofordcr which 
you manifest, and by the religious impressions which govern you, 
have a commanding influence in society. You daily associate with 
the active and the enterprising, and if they see that you are in earn- 
est in the good work, their minds will be brought to bear on the sub- 
ject, and when that result is produced they will be led to coroperate 
with you. I do not come here to anathamatise any men or set of 
men for engaging in a business which but a short time since was 
considered by good men in our community as neither immoral nor 
antichristian, but I would ask you with that plainness which the 
importance of the subject demands, whether if you were to examine 
into the lawfulness of the business and were to settle the question 
not by any conventional rules, but by that immutable standard the 
-New Testament, would you not find it an improper employment? 
Whether if one of you were to be blessed with a personal interview 
with our Savioub, such as the young man in scripture had, would he 
not say to you as he said to him, " one thing thou lackest ?" 

To the Agriculturist, we say, the friends of Temperance need 
your aid. You have many in your employ whose happiness will be 
much affected by your example. The cultivator of the earth obtain- 
ing from the soil (by the blessing of the God of the Seasons) sup- 
port for himself and family, occupies a place in society highly to be * 
prized. Surrounded as you are on all sides by the manifestations of j 
the love and the wisdom of the Deity, removed as you are from j 
the inquietudes which attend the lives of those who do business on ' 
the mighty deep, from the exciting cares and fluctuations of trade 
and from the rivalry and doubtful results which attend the lives of 
many professional men, you seem in a great measure removed from 
the temptations which pfurround those callings, and if you are true 
to yourpelves, you will make all these blessings minister to your good. 
You will, in the cultivation of your fee simple acres, in your allodial 
possessions, cultivate a spirit of personal independence, of love of 
country, of pure morality and genuine religion. The yeomanry of 
our land have done much to perpetuate the principles which give to 
man his highest attributes, and long, long may it be before tliey 
shall have marred the character which they have so well supported. 
Composing as you do a majority of those who elect men to offices of 
trust and honor, this country will find in the dfty of your declension, 
should that period ever arrive, that her strength has changed to fee- ^ 
bleness and hor gldry to dishonor. She will then be ready to wear ^ 
the badges of slavery and will seek for repose in the calm of despo- 
tism. Cultivate and cherish we beseech you the principles of civil 
and religious liberty, of stern integrity, of rigid temperance and per- 
sonal independence, and you will be the efficient instruments, under 
God, in perpetuating those rich blessings which our Pilgrim Fathers, 
when they landed on the rock of Plymouth, resolved to transmit to 
their descendants. 

If the principles which Temperance Societies inculcate, had been 
more generally received and adopted, many of our farms which now 
yield little but the noxious thistle and the exterminating yellow weed, 
would have been redolent with the fragrance of crops, which would 
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I have given to its possessor all which the lap of plenty ever knew« 

j . Oive to your children we beseech you those advantages which they 

I * are entitled to receive at your hands, infuse into their minds we con- 

• jure you a love for useful learniug and high moral endowments, 

^x teach them to avoid the intoxicating glass as they would the poison 

■ ' of asps, and in this manner you will co-operate with the great army 

^ of good men who, under God, bequeathed to us the blessings which 

[ we now enjoy. And licre I would remark to all those wno labor 

[ themselves or have others in their employ, that one of the caases 

I which lead to intemperance may be found iu the fact that the inter- 

^ vals which elapse between the regular meals which custom has 

prescribed are too long for those who labor in the long days of dim- 
mer, exposed to the influence of a burning sky and a parched earth. 
We all know that when labor has wearied the frame and rendered 
j the system faint, it seeks for some restorative, and I present for your 

I reflection the question, whether food carried into your fields at the 

' j hours when strong drink has been generally administered, would not 

, / prevent that craving for intoxicating drink which many feel. We 

; have been taught either by observation or experience, that the man 

; who believes that he needs grog to invigorate his frame, finds, 

j when he has taken a quantity of food and a cup of water, that the 

: desire for ardent spirit subsides for a season. To the aged we say, 

j the cause of Temperance needs your aid. Your years command 

Jf attention and your example will be fruitful for good or for evil. The 

'« advice which you give coming from the lips of experience cannot 

4 but have an influencc/standing as you do, as has been well said, ** on 

[j a central point of observation, between time and eternity," the young 

'\ should listen tojour councils with docility, and those in the meridian 

?> of life should grow wiser by your inculcation?. You have witnessed 

^ the desolations of intem|>erancc, and you can well portray and in 

graphic language delineate the gloom which it has spread around 
the heads of many whose morninir sun arose in splendor and in joy. 
That you live to witness tlie efforts which are now in operation to 
improve the condition of humanity, must be felt by you as a blessing 
of incalculable value. May I not add that at this hour, the senti- 
ments of joy and gratitude have taken possession of your breasts 
which filled the heart of the devout Simeon, when he beheld a flood 
of happiness rushing in upon the world. 

Parents ! The cause of Temperance needs your aid. Your hap- 
piness is in a great measure dependent on the character of your 
offspring. Whatever of external good you may have given them, it 
will not impart to your hearts peace and joy unless your children 
walk in the fear and in the love of God. And with children who do 
thus walk, though poverty surrounds your dwellings and sickness visit 
your frames, you can rejoice and be happy. Go to the aged father and 
mother whose lives have been one continued struggle for their 
household — who have eaten the bread of unremitted care and labor, 
and they will say, when surrounded by virtuous and pious children, 
that their labors have been light aud their blessings rich and abun- 
dant. Parents ! Is not the Temperance cause one which you 
delight to see prosj^cr ! Is it not co-operating with you to carry 
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your cUUdrcn (orward to joy in this life and to bc^ tUaTPCipients of tlioap 
bli^s^ings in a fiiiufo ftiatfv which are prorai*:eU to the? viriuoua and 
ihe good 1 Is it not worriiiw witli an ApoOyon vvlucli Jias pro^trutedf 
inillious of children anti wliich hns sent Ijrokcu-hf^aried to ihegravo 
inany ?» parent ? Many a belored child, " many a gem of purest ray se- 
rene/' wIioBeemod destined to illumine the cariJi with ray^of light from 
tlie chamhers ofiniagcry and powder, has through the influence of sirong 
fJrink sunk down into hopeless, remediless ruin. Pray then parents we 
beseech you, Ihi^t thl^ ark of yotir safety, may bless the whole land, give- 
it your countenance and ^lupport and the issue av*11 he for jfood. 

To tho^ic who are in the morning of life^ who^e heaj"ts are now- 
gay with hope and buoyant with expectation, who have never feh the 
perturbation of sin, nor the wretchedness of the soul when it duly 
weighs the aggregate of gnilt which a life of transgression imposes, I 
would May, join in the good cause of Temperance — there is healiljy ^^ 
nTusicin every pulsation which ft beats, and it w^iU by the blessing of 
God support you in the hour of temptation and in the days of periL 
Itnitate I conjure yon my young hearers the prudence of Ulys.nes, wjio 
caused hi nisei f to be lashed lo the mast when about to pasfl the Isle 
of the Sirens, xMitny of you have read iu classic son^, the heantlful 
description of that interebirBg voyan-e ; how he became enamoured 
with tlie enchanting sounds of their nQU;sic, how ready he became 
after all the caution which he received, to trust himself on their ac- 
cursed shores, and how he found that his safety consisted in ihoBC 
bands in which ho caused himself to be encircled, while his miijd snr- 
veyed the dangers of hi,s aiiiicip-ited voyage. Your voyage is also 
full of peril ; trust not yourselves for a moment in a world wlicre 
your virtue and your peace arc in danger of Imn^ wrecked, without 
iurtifying^ yourfeohes with thos*.^ principles which can alone cause tlic 
poisoned arrows which may Ijo ainicd at your happiness, to full Jmnn- 
less at your icet. Siiiler not yourselves to be laslied into duty on the 
biUow*i of self-infiioied distre'^^ : rather survey in season ilie ]iath 
w h ic h 1 e u d s to 1 1 ri p|> i n ess a Ji d fid lo ^v it I o i L? u 1 1 irn a to con> *•■ 
Then yon will find in tho fall fraiiion of finspeakable hi 
glorious rocom|iense lf>f all the strugfrleB which you inay have made to 
preserve yourselves from the fascinations of dissipatiun and iht 
blandishrnrtittf of fck-n^tjrdiiy. Let yonr stand axd be high and then, 
altiiou^h fallibilhy will attend your l>est endeavors, your aj>pro\imn- 
tion to esjCfillencc will be tlislinctly felt and recognized. 

The fitful spasmodic striijJLi^les of pas^sioii, cannot produce happy 
results, either to the individual who is subject to their sway, nor tr> 
the community m which he dwells, f^ may as well look for njani- ^^ ' 
ifestatiotis of power under the guidance of wisdom in the convnhive 
throes of the distracted patient who borrows momentary strengtJt 
&ora the violetice of his; disease and then sinks down the child of 
ibebleness and debdity, as to look for monnments of true greatness 
or exemplifications of virtue m him: who gathers his strength from 
iheexciting cup in the feverish " hours of mirths and song, and wine/ ^' 
The child of impulse is but the creature of circumstance and 
wretchetl is he wdio recognizes no Pharos by whose light he may 
direct noble exertions lo noble cuds. 
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Tn iho female sex ivc say, the causp of Tfrtpcrancftftoetls your att!. 
Y'liir inllDcni.' is ^rcat utnl commanding. iMti-iniir-r.incn Jius too luiic 
toffused your cjm witL wrroivs lears, and nude coutillus-s i.iuub.:M 
ot you mourn. — You liave loo often ivept in tlif^ KPcrccy ofsjJiucc, over 
tin: rujji which it lins tlirown .irtmnd your dwoUinss, and joii have 
been mailc to fed by its iuducQCp/tliat grcrilest of all uartldy 
luisenos, the desolation of tlie heart. It lia.-; candied him wliovowta 
at tjio livmcncal nltar to lie your jirotector ami friend, yonr .solaee and 
your .■^iijipon, to turn rerrt-ant to duty and to honor. That your sym- 
lialJiies iiru culi.^ted in (lie jrood cause we do not doulit, for nhatevcr 
ua» for its object liio promotion of ivippinesa and virtue, has ever 
louiid m ron su advocaly and a frinnd. 

^Yc need the aid of all men ami wr; should havo it did ihey feci 
^^ the rt-poiisib, lilies which they arc under to their MAiii;a at.d to their 
I^^C fcUow creature.. Tlinnk, be to Gnu that there are in.?ications 
-^^^that the day of inj-ensibiiilv- to the cries of suin-riinr, d>-gradcd 
-^ humaimy, ,s pai^sing auay. j\ spirit ofinqnirv for trulh"is aWoad in 

the cnrth which we believe ia destined to pour a Ilnod of li.^lit «tid 
. joy upon the human race. A .-^jiiril of active phihinthropv is more 
^^» gtiiMal than it once was. Christianity is reachin-r the" hearta ol' 
men and .piickeniti;? them lo dm v. Thousands \vho were once cold 
or lukewarm on tho.sc suhjeeta which most directly War upon oiir 
present want, and our Aumc happnies., are now aivake to duly and 
iiie he^jiiimnjrto fe.'l the length and l.rcarlth of their rosponslhi'iitics. 
JdlowChnsliauiS, et us the scrvan.^ of one Goo and caadid.tcs 
hr snlvaiu^n llmiuah ono Savkjh, of «hni.-v|.r sect or .tcnomiunii.m 
we inny bo, strive to cdify one another aud prove to the worhl ih.it 
uc arei«,>re anxious to promote th.- truths of tho Gosper thi.n t., 
bu.Id up aparly. Let us I.y a=.id(. all iil will and unchavitallone.. un.I 
maiulest that ,vo have at heart a Mrong drsirc to lay broad and .kri, 
the m.st,tm,„„s of dinstianity. Let us lovo one another sincrrolv 
nnd manik-st our regard Icir cnr.li otlirr In our <iadv walk< Let tn 
koqi the u.nly of the spirit in tl... boml^i of peace, and th.<; cvinfo to 
thosu ivho >TOuJd doiitcratc ot.r temples iutd ..,ako shipwreck of tlio 

der diffcrcni lorm>*, «e have an imperishable desire to see lh.^ 
trholo human famdy embrace its In.ths and r<^p.,se under its broad 
_ and amjilo wmg. Let us all oi.iio i,. promotiiij? li.e cause of T^m- 
pcraiu-e— tlu>- is common frvonnd— to this work w<- n.,iy briii.r united 
cflbrts mid uuitcd prayer.-, and when «o thu.. miiijrle, we shall h,xc 
Mn,'.K '"\T'"' ''«<=^"^'L''-S^l'»l' l»avo known ..acl, olhor hotter. 
Me^nbtTsot 1 emperanoc Socijftes! For the success which has ai.e.,d- 
.•U your effons wo have much cause Cjr tltankfalnw*. Tl..- inlliiei.coof 
these assocatioiis havo be.ti brought to hear not only np..„ cvwy 
hifite 111 our Lnion. hut uiwuoihcr clime?. 

|.' * tJ" ^"'**'''' ""'' *" ?''.** ^!'''* •''' '•"' Pacific Ocr»i>. ,he fric ,h!» of 

4- "• 1 eniperance nrc rejoicing m the ligtit which th.y arc di,pon«in".- 

r J f we arc true to the cause wl.iei. « ., have f.p,.„>c.d_if we co.iirimr 

o struggle aiiamst the inBuenceof a habii which wars with m.t«> 
.-mpoid ami rternal happiness, we n.t,v hoj^. for the ble'lin' ..f 
Uou npon nut l;,l>,irs, a.ui when that i> i.ni.artcd we cana^k no mmr 
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